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Happy Easter

For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only Begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him, Should
not perish, but have everlasting life.
For God sent not His Son into the
world to Condemn the world; but
that the world Through Him might
be saved.

JOHN 3: 16-17

1933 - 2008

Niehaus Companies, Inc.

75th Anniversary
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Bernie Niehaus,   Butch Niehaus, 
CEO President

David Niehaus, Eric Niehaus,
Vice President Retail Vice President,  WBM

Bir thdaysAnniversariesNew Employees

NOT ON
OUR 
MAILING
LIST?
If you (or anyone you know) are not
currently on our mailing list to
receive the Niehaus News - but
would like to be just call 
812-882-2710or   e-mail  
scummins@wbm-online. com

In March and April the following
employees will be celebrating their
birthday!

Mar ch

Jerry Burch Mar.   1
Leah Bilskie Mar.   1 
Brian Childs Mar.   6
Kim Terry Mar.   6
Stephen Sievers Mar.  10
Scott Klein Mar.  11
Kathy McCreary Mar.  11
Steve McNew Mar.  11
Brian Kirwer Mar.  12
Dennis Bilskie Mar.  15
Todd Donovan Mar.  20
Mark Frey Mar.  20
Don Kirby Mar.  21
Michael Bobbitt Mar.  22
Jeff Enders Mar.  23
Bryce Buchanan Mar.  24
Renee Thorne Mar.  25
Betty Tuttle Mar.  26

April
Robert Lawson Apr.   8
Mike Montgomery Apr.  16
Bethany Goldman Apr.  17
Brad Snider Apr.  18
Wade Collins Apr.  22
Stephen Lanning Apr.  26

Happy Birthday!

WEB SITE: www.niehausinc.com
Links to all  9 companies

Niehaus News
This newsletter is the official  publication of
events and activities of Niehaus Companies, Inc.
which include Niehaus Home Centers (Vincennes,
IN, Terre Haute, IN and Robinson, IL,) Wholesale
Building Materials (Vincennes, IN, St. Louis, MO
and Nashville, TN), and is published 12 times per
year.

Editor/Photographer/Writer: 

Sherry Cummins   

March and April will mark the
anniversary dates of employment with
our company for the following
employees.

Mar ch
Sherry Cummins 30 Years
Steve Taylor 12 Years
John Harrison 11 Years
Bill Egbert 9 Years
Shannon Grantham 9 Years
Tim Malooley 3 Years
Keith Pfoff 2 Years
Mark Frey 2 Years
Lisa Reaves 2 Years

April 
Roy Roach 34 Years
Kathy McCreary 22 Years
Keith Fox 22 Years
Betty Tuttle 20 Years
Kevin Grostefon 13 Years
Brad Snider 12 Years
Doug Vantlin 9 Years
Chad Clem 6 Years
Ken Pettry 4 Years
Randal Wissel 3 Years
Jon Worland 3 Years
Robert Lawson 3 Years
Tom Cozad 2 Years
Carl Keller 2 Years
Andrew Suttle 2 Years
Zachary Lamanske 1 Year
John Mills 1 Year

We want to welcome the following  new
employees to our company.

Daniel Risley - Niehaus, Vinennes
Yvonne Bauer - WBM, Vincennes
Kim Hagerman - WBM, Vincennes
Joseph Schultze - WBM, Vincennes
Ryan Fuhrman - Niehaus, Vincennes

In 1955 the richest woman in the world was
Mrs Hetty Green Wilks, who left an estate of
$95 million in a will that was found in a tin
box with four pieces of soap.

Quote from the Boss: "Teamwork
is a lot of people doing what I
say." (Marketing executive, Citrix
Corporation)
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A Tribute To Tom

Dream Job

Reaching the end of a job interview, the Human
Resources Person asked the young programmer,
"And what starting salary were you looking for?"

The programmer said, "In the neighborhood of
$75,000 a year, depending on the benefit's pack-
age."

The HR Person said, "Well, what would you say
to a package of 5-weeks vacation, 14 paid holi-
days, full medical and dental, company matching
retirement fund to 50% of
salary, and a company car
leased every 2 years - say, a
red Corvette?"

The programmer sat up
straight and said, "Wow!!!
Are you kidding?"

And the HR Person said, "Certainly, ...but you
started it."

HOW TO STAY YOUNG
1. Throw out nonessential numbers. This
includes age, weight and height. Let the doc-
tors worry about them. That is why you pay
"them." 
2. Keep only cheerful friends. The grouches
pull you down.
3. Keep learning. Learn more about the com-
puter, crafts, gardening, whatever. Never let
the brain idle. 
4. Enjoy the simple things.
5. Laugh often, long and loud. Laugh until
you gasp for breath.
6. The tears happen. Endure, grieve, and
move on. The only person, who is with us
our entire life, is ourselves. Be ALIVE while
you are alive. 
7. Surround yourself with what you love,
whether it's family, pets, keepsakes, music,
plants, hobbies, whatever. 
8. Cherish your health: If it is good, preserve
it. If it is unstable, improve it. If it is beyond
what you can improve, get help. 
9. Don't take guilt trips. Take a trip to the
mall, even to the next county; to a foreign
country but NOTto where the guilt is.
10.Tell the people you love that you love
them, at every opportunity. 
AND ALWAYS REMEMBER:
Life is not measured by the number of
breaths we take,but by the moments that take
our breath away.

Last month on February 18th, Tom Chesser
passed away - a long time employee.

In reminiscing about our 75 years of history,
Tom Chesser was a big part of helping make
our company successful.  Tom started in 1953
and retired in 1997 - a total of over 44 years.
Tom got out of the Navy in 1953 and came to

work at Niehaus Lumber as a truck driver.

During my high school years, I worked with Tom unloading box cars of
lumber, drywall, cement and many other products that came by rail.  All of
these were unloaded by hand.  Tom also taught me to drive the truck and
many times in his late years, told the other employees about his near death
experiences with me behind the wheel.  In just a few years, Tom was pro-
moted to Yard Manager.  His size and presence really gained the respect of
the other men.  He was a real leader.

In 1961, I decided to open the first Cash & Carry
Lumber business in Southern Indiana.  We called
it Cash-Away Lumber Company.  It was located
on Vigo Street, right behind our main yard on
Main Street.  One evening I took Tom and his
wife June out to the Kum Back Inn for a steak
dinner (in the 60’s they had the best steaks).  As
we were eating, the waiter brought Tom a
telegram.  Tom was shocked to say the least.  He
opened it and it read “You are now the new manager of Cash-Away
Lumber Company” - quite a surprise to June and Tom.

Cash-Away Lumber was successful beyond our wildest dreams.  Tom real-
ly related well with all the farmers, contractors and the many other cus-
tomers.  Later Tom was promoted to the Operations Manager of both of
our yards and then later as Manager and Lumber Buyer at our new whole-
sale business - WBM.

In Rev. Karl’s eulogy at the funeral, he spoke of Tom’s life of quality - not
quantity.  He also quoted Ecclesiastes: Chapter 3 - “God sets the time for
everything - the time for birth and the time for death.”   Rev. Karl did a
beautiful job of talking about Tom and June.

The Niehaus family and employees offer our prayers and our sympathy to
Tom’s family, and especially to Frank, who lost both a mother and a father
in a little over three months.
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The Red Skelton Festival and Gala
set for June 14, 2008

Vincennes will once again celebrate the world’s most
beloved clown.

•   Parade of “AThousand Clowns”
•  “The Art of Clowning For Kids” 15 hour workshop
•  “An Evening of Music” featuring Crystal Gayle

“There will be more clowns aroun’town” when graduates of a 15
hour workshop “The Art Of Clowning For Kids” for 8-12 and 13-15
year old's end a week of training to join the Parade of “AThousand
Clowns” for the Red Skelton Festival on Saturday, June 14 at 11 a.m.

Toby The Clown and his volunteer staff who
have already trained over 250 Junior Joey’s
(that's clown lingo for kids)...is coming back
to Vincennes.  The school begins with 3 hour
sessions for each age group ( 9 -12 a.m. and
1-4 p.m) Monday, June 9 through Friday, June
13.  Skills like clown make-up, paradability
and learning the code of ethics in community
service are part of the program.  This event is sponsored by the
newly chartered “Red Skelton’s Clown Alley” of  Vincennes. and

will be held on the Vincennes
University Campus.  Fees are $20,
but no child will be turned away.
Scholarships are available.  Call
Linda at 812-882-4360 for registra-
tion and information.

Beginning at 11 a.m. (EDT), hun-
dreds of happy clowns will step off
and parade down to Main Street and
Patrick Henry Drive for the Paint
The Town Red Festival of Music,
fun, inflatable’s and food.

The finale of the event will be “An
Evening of Music” featuring Crystal
Gayle on Saturday night, June 14, at
the Red Skelton Performing Arts
Center.  The performance starts at 7

p.m. and will be followed by a reception of wine, gourmet coffees,
and over 1800 desserts.  What a grand way to celebrate the world’s
most beloved clown.

For tickets call the VU Box Office:  812-888-4039.  Ticket purchases
will help toward making Red’s dream come true and finish what the
community has begun: the completion of the Red Skelton Museum. 

George Carlin's Views on Aging

Do you realize that the only time in our lives when
we like to get old is when we're kids? If you're less
than 10 years old, you're so excited about aging
that you think in fractions. 

"How old are you?" "I'm four and a half!" You're
never thirty-six and a half. You're four and a half,
going on five! That's the key

You get into your teens, now they can't hold you
back. You jump to the next number, or even a few
ahead. 

"How old are you?" "I'm gonna be 16!" You could
be 13, but hey, you're gonna be 16! And then the
greatest day of your life . . You become 21. Even
the words sound like a ceremony . YOU BECOME
21. YESSSS!!! 

But then you turn 30. Oooohh, what happened
there? Makes you sound like bad milk! He
TURNED; we had to throw him out. There's no
fun now, you're Just a sour-dumpling. What's
wrong? What's changed?

You BECOME 21, you TURN 30, then you're
PUSHING 40. Whoa! Put on the brakes, it's all
slipping away. Before you know it, you REACH
50 and your dreams are gone.

But wait!!! You MAKE it to
60. You didn't think you
would!

So you BECOME 21,
TURN 30, PUSH 40,
REACH 50 and MAKE it to
60.

You've built up so much speed that you HIT70!
After that it's a day-by-day thing; you HIT
Wednesday! 

You get into your 80's and every day is a complete
cycle; you HITlunch; you TURN 4:30 ; you
REACH bedtime. And it doesn't end there. Into the
90s, you start going backwards; "I Was JUST92."

Then a strange thing happens. If you make it over
100, you become a little kid again. "I'm 100 and a
half!" 
May you all make it to a healthy 100 and a half!!
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A Walk Down Memory Lane. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
When I started working on ideas for an article depicting the
75th anniversary of Niehaus Companies, I brought out
stacks of photo albums from over the years.  I thought it
would be kind of fun to put together a collage of photo’s of
different events and people from past years.  Of course,
over the 75 years there have been literally thousands of peo-
ple who have been hired, and then moved on.  But there are
still several who have made a career with our company -
most of the pictures of people I have used here are still
employed with our company - some for as long as 30 years
or more.  

It is amusing to see how they have changed over the years
as time and nature have taken over.  A lot of them were
quite young when they started work.  Since I have been
here for 30 years myself, it is like looking at many volumes
of ones own family albums.  

Most of the old photo’s are black and white and not the best
of quality - but I scanned them anyway.  They probably
won’t mean much to a lot of people reading this newsletter,
but my intention is to pay tribute to those who are still here,
those who have retired, to those who worked many years,
and to those who have since passed away. 

There have been many, many structural changes, additions,
and remodels over the years at all of the locations.  Since
1933, the business has grown from a very small planing
mill and retail business, to the now 7 locations:  Retail:
Vincennes, IN, Robinson, IL, Terre Haute, IN - Wholesale:
WBM, Vincennes, WBM, St. Louis, and WBM, Nashville,
TN and Import:  Karran, Vincennes, IN.  

This Newsletter was started in 1965 as a handwritten bul-
letin for employees, then to a typed version in 1975 for
employees announcing special events a couple times a year.
I started doing them quarterly in 1981, and then we upped
them to monthly editions in September of 1985 - still typed,
cut and pasted and ran on a copy machine.  Then computers
came along (a new learning experience for me) and we had
the first printed professionally in 1994.  Our mailing list has
grown from approximately 50 to over 4,000 that it is today
and goes out to places all over the U.S.  There is hardly a
day goes by that we don’t get requests from people asking
to be added to our mailing list - which is quite a compli-
ment!

I hope I have not bored you with all the nostalgia.  There
are not too many family owned companies out there any
more with so much history.   With so many Niehaus chil-
dren and grandchildren coming up, hopefully there will be
another 75 years to look forward to.  A big thanks to our
employees and customers  for the past 75. 

by Sherry Cummins

Lenorad Building Purchase - 2005

Mike Cavender - 1993

Larry McCoy

Ginger Welton - 1988

Grand Opening
Nov. 1996

Grand Opening -

First Building at WBM

ILBSA Awards 1994

Danny Harrington
Kathy McCreary
Phil Wehrman
Bernie Niehaus
Sherry Cummins
David Niehaus

Clete Yochum
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. . . . In Recognition Of Our75th Anniversary . .

Eric, Butch and
Bernie Niehaus

Keith Fox -
1991

Debi Moyes -
1987

Bernie’s Book
“Splinters”

First Cash&Carry
Lumber Office on Vigo
Street

Mike Worland - 1999 Ken Doades -1987

Judy Detty - 

Doug Mikiska -1992

Mark Ashcraft & Bill Stevens -
1990

First trusses
made at
compenent
plant

First Aristokraft Kitchen Display 1964

Eric Feagley

Niehaus Home Center undergoing renovation.
1995
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. . . A Reflection Of Years Past

Bernie and mother, Naomi at 50th Anniversary
1973

Center Hardware- 1992

Center Hardware burning
1993

Sherry Cummins - Phil Wehrman
1988

Old Lumber Yard - 1973

Kathy McCreary 1989

Roy Roach - 1987 Paul Kopp - 1987 Mary K. Edgin- 1988 Kim Smith -2001

David and Bernie Niehaus - 1989Jerry Burch - 1978The frame work for the original drive-thru warehouse  (1975) -  now turned into showroom.
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Ceramic    Carpet    Laminate Vinyl    Hardwood

FLOORING We’ve Got It Covered

NIEHAUS
HOME CENTER 

1023 Main St.              Vincennes, IN
812-882-2710

Visit our showrooms!  See this area’s largest floor
covering department.

•  Professional Installation Available
•  Financing Available
•  We will come and measure for you

Wilmer Taboada, 
Installer Tech

Jonathan Balas, 
Service Tech

The Nashville division of Wholesale
Building Materials has started a monthly
award program recognizing installers in
WBM’s Installer and Service Departments.
The installers must  meet a certain criteria
in efficiency related to their jobs to quali-
fiy.  A name is drawn and the winner is
presented a $100.00 Gift Card.  

WBM Hosted Therma-Tru Door Plant
Tour

Wholesale Building materials hosted

two plant tours to Therma Tru Doors’

manufacturing facility in Butler,

Indiana.  The state-of-the-art  facility

has thousands of builders, dealers and

distributors visit each year to learn

more about Therma-Tru fiberglass and

steel door systems.  The tours were

held January 16-17 and February 20-

21.  Both groups stayed at the Auburn

Inn and had dinner at the Auburn Cord

Dussenburg  Museum.

There was over 50 people who attend-

ed between the two tours.  Those attending from within our company were:

Mike Glenn, Scott McCrary, Ali Salhani, Jack McCullough, Walt Burnett, Jeff

Enders, Mike Leydet, and Tim Malooley.

Nashville Installers 
Receive Awards
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Things To Ponder

4 Can you cry under water? 

4 How important does a person have to be
before they are considered assassinated instead
of just murdered? 

4 Why do you have to 'put your two cents in'..
But it's only a 'penny for your thoughts'?
Where's that extra penny going ? 

4 Once you're in heaven, do you get stuck
wearing the clothes you were buried in for eter-
nity? 

4 Why does a round pizza come in a square
box? 

4 What disease did cured ham actually have? 

4 How is it that we put man on the moon
before we figured out it would be a good idea
to put wheels on luggage? 

4 Why is it that people say they 'slept like a
baby' when babies wake up like every two
hours? 

4 If a deaf person has to go to court, is it still
called a hearing? 
4 Why are you IN a movie, but you're ON TV? 

4 Why do doctors leave the room while you
change? They're going to see you naked any-
way. 

4 Why do toasters always have a setting that
burns the toast to a horrible crisp, which no
decent human being would eat? 

4 If the professor on Gilligan's Island can make
a radio out of a coconut, why can't he fix a hole
in a boat? 

4 Why does Goofy stand erect while Pluto
remains on all fours? They're both dogs! 

4 If Wile E. Coyote had enough money to buy
all that ACME crap, why didn't he just buy din-
ner? 

4 If corn oil is made from corn, and vegetable
oil is made from vegetables, what is baby oil
made from? 

4 If electricity comes from electrons, does
morality come from morons? 

4 Did you ever notice that when you blow in a
dog's face, he gets mad at you, but when you
take him for a car ride, he sticks his head out
the window? 

EASYTRACK 
Closet Systems

It’ s simple.  Thanks to Easy Track’s one-of-
a-kind rail system, installing your custom
closet is a cinch.  Just hang the rail and off
you go.  Plus, our easy-to-use starter kits
and accessories allow you to mix and
match components as much as you need.

When it comes to getting organized, why
stop with closets? From the laundry room
and pantry, to a craft room, the kitchen, and
right down to the basement — if you have
clutter, Easy Track has an answer for it,
regardless of which room it may be in. 

You vs. Your Closets

A Bad Day

A police officer in a small town
stopped a motorist who was speeding
down Main Street. "But officer," the
man began, "I can explain."

"Just be quiet," snapped the officer.
"I'm going to let you cool your heels in
jail until the chief gets back."
"But, officer, I just wanted to say,..."
"And I said to keep
quiet! You're going to
jail!"
A few hours later the
officer looked in on his
prisoner and said, "Lucky for you that
the chief's at his daughter's wedding.
He'll be in a good mood when he gets
back."
"Don't count on it," answered the fel-
low in the cell. "I'm the groom."

One day my Boss asked me to submit a status report to him concerning a project
I was working on. I asked him if tomorrow would be soon enough. He said, "If I
wanted it tomorrow, I would have waited until tomorrow to ask for it!" (New
business manager, Hallmark Greeting Cards.)

We Could Have Been Here
Sooner

An elderly couple were killed in an
accident and found themselves being
given a tour of heaven by Saint Peter.
"Here is your oceanside condo, over
there are the tennis courts, swimming
pool, and two golf courses. If you
need any refreshments,
just stop by any of the
many bars located
throughout the area."

"Heck, Gloria," the old
man hissed when Saint
Peter walked off, "we could have
been here ten years ago if you hadn't
heard about all that stupid oat bran,
wheat germ, and low-fat diets!"
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Employees In Profile

Jim Brink - works at Niehaus  Home Center in Vincennes as a materials handler and truck
driver.  He has been with us since June of last year.  He works in the yard loading cus-
tomers, loading and unloading trucks, stocks and makes deliveries.  

Before coming to work for our company, Jim had worked at the Texaco Refinery for 22
years and then for 11 years as an over-the-road truck driver for Jefferson Trucking
Company, delivering National Gypsum Products up and down the East coast.

Jim was born and grew up (and still lives in)  Lawrenceville, IL- graduated from Lawrenceville High School.  He is the father of
two daughters - has 3 granddaughters and 2 grandsons.

Jim says he loves golf and plays every time he gets the chance - also likes NASCAR.  He is a member of the local Eagles, American
Legion, Moose and  Elk Clubs.

RogerAbel - is employed as a truck driver at Wholesale Building Materials in Vincennes.
He has been with our company since July of last year.  His primary run is to Ferdinand,
Indiana to pick up loads of Aristokraft Cabinetry, but he occasionally fills in on other runs
in Southern Illinois and in the Lafayette area.

In the years before coming to work for WBM, Roger had worked for Perdue Turkey Farms
for 19 years, and at Texaco for 14 years as a machinist.  He is a graduate of Lincoln High
School and served in the U.S. Army in Viet Nam from 1968 to 1969.

Roger and his wife, Debra, have three sons:  Brad, 34, Tom, 30, and Zach is 23.Rogers  says he enjoys fishing and going to
NASCAR races.  He and Debra will be celebrating their 35th wedding anniversary March 31.  Congratulations!

Tom Cozad - is an outside salesman and designer for the Engineered Wood Products
Division in the St. Louis area.  He calls on established customers as well as pursuing new
accounts.  He has been with our company since April of 2006.  

Before coming to work for Wholesale Building Materials, he had worked for Carter Lee
Lumber Company for 17 years where he had started in the yard and worked his way up to
Designer/Sales Support Manager in the Engineered Wood Division.

Tom was born and grew up in the Indianapolis area.  He is a graduate of Decatur Central High School and later attended Purdue
University.   Tom says he loves fishing, outdoor activities, both Indy 500 and NASCAR racing and watching the St. Louis Cardinals.   

He has two daughters: Jennifer and Amy.  He says he enjoys his life through his daughters’activities and accomplishments.  What a
proud, enthusiastic dad!!

Vincennes, IN

Vincennes, IN

St. Louis, MO

Jeff Enders - is our window and door expert at the Niehaus Home Center in Terre Haute.
He goes out and measures, sells, and orders  Andersen, Atrium, and Marvin Windows as
well as  Therma Tru Doors.  

Jeff joined our company in May of last year.  Before coming to work for us, he had worked
for Capitol Windows  as an inside supervisor.  He was born and grew up in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania.  He is a graduate of North View High School in Brazil, Indiana.  He then
attended Ivy Tech where he studied Design Technology - AutoCad and drafting.

He and his wife Rachael have two children:  Raven is 15, and Kennedy is 8.  He says he enjoys playing softball, riding his Harley
and landscaping.  

Terre Haute, IN
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Guardian 

Fiberglass Insulation
Cost Effective 

and Energy Efficient
UltraFit . . . the ultimate in home 

insulation

The UltraFit wall system is unique in that it
combines UltraFit, specially designed fiber-
glass insulation, with an inorganic water-acti-
vated powder adhesive.  This is sprayed into
the wall cavity forming a seamless blanket of
insulation sidewalls.  Because the system cre-
ates a  monolithic seal in all the sidewalls, it
significantly reduces costly voids and air gaps.
Call Today!

Niehaus Home Center
Vincennes, IN 812-882-2710
Robinson, IL 618-544-2138
Terre Haute, IN 812-466-1050
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Visit Our Web Site     http:/www.niehausinc.com

Niehaus Home Center

1023 Main Str eet

Vincennes, IN 47591

NIEHAUS HOME CENTER
1023 Main Vincennes, IN                  501 S. Howard St. Robinson, IL

Paint
You can  do more . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

with Benjamin Moore 
•  Interior Wall Paint •  Exterior House Paint

•  Stains •  Porch & Deck

Outstanding Quality!       Best Prices!   Custom Mixing!


